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PrAise for rAven King
“Raven King is a scintillating book full of twists and turns, 
unexpected images, prophetic voices, and flights of fancy that 
are more like detonations. It’s a glitter bomb of a book—
serious yet disarming, charming yet devastating, haunting yet 
grounded. Language in Raven King fractures and then is born 
again, given this poet’s unflinching diction. This is the poetry 
that will sustain us when the patriarchy finally burns to the 
ground. This is a poetry of fierce intelligence, fiery wit, and 
forthright commitment. This is a poetry of mystic revelation, 
and Fox Frazier is indeed a seer for our times.”

—Allison Joseph

“This is a book that honors the gendered dead, who are still vulnerable, still speaking. A ‘fox-haired’ 
speaker visits their graves to listen, and this other kind of listening is the hallmark of wonder, as 
much as it is a grief practice, ‘the waves made/ by a body easing in.’ Raven King examines violence 
as a restless form, and makes a pathway through this material: ‘to what?’ Here, a reader’s attention 
constellates, in the culture made by aftermath itself.”

—Bhanu Kapil
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“Too often, women who write about gender-based violence are told that their stories aren’t 
universal, even as violence against women and femmes is a tale as old as time. In Raven King, 
poet Fox Henry Frazier subverts this faulty assumption by creating a world that is both timeless 
and yet entirely recognizable as our own, and, in doing so, reminds us of the ongoingness of this 
worldwide—and often deeply personal—crisis. Frazier is a poet of beautiful abundance; reading 
the poems in Raven King is a pleasure for the senses as well as a knock and a boon to the heart.”

—Lynn Melnick, author of Landscape with Sex and Violence


